IIO                        JOHN  KNOX
Mary brought forward various charges against
him - he had shown himself rebellious to the
sovereign, had written treasonably against woman
rulers, was known as a lawbreaker during his stay
in England, and was accused of practising magic.
Knox replied at considerable length.   He was,
he said, guilty of sedition, if to call a people to the
worship  of God were  seditious,  but he could
not admit that such teaching was seditious.    On
the contrary, he maintained that by teaching the
people to be devout followers of God he was
making them better subjects of their princes.   As
for the First Blast, he was willing to answer any
criticism of it that she might produce, but he had
not seen any.    She was, he added,  Queen of
Scotland, and, if Scotland was satisfied, he was
satisfied to take no steps in the matter.   She had
accused him of causing disturbances in England,
but his record in Berwick and Newcastle, where
he had restored order, was the best answer to so
foolish a charge.   And magic - Knox hardly
thought it worth while to notice a statement of
that kind.
The exchanges are interesting. Knox quoted
texts with his usual amazing facility, but he
twisted them for his own purpose, and Mary,
although she could not vie with him in quotation,
was shrewd in pricking some of his contentions.
God, she said, commanded subjects to obey their
princes, yet Knox taught them to rebel. Religion